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Preface

Welcome to American Government, an OpenStax resource. This textbook was written to increase student
access to high-quality learning materials, maintaining highest standards of academic rigor at little to no
cost.

ABOUT OPENSTAX

OpenStax is a nonprofit based at Rice University, and it’s our mission to improve student access to
education. QOur first openly licensed college textbook was published in 2012, and our library has since
scaled to over 25 books for college and AP® courses used by hundreds of thousands of students. OpenStax
Tutor, our low-cost personalized learning tool, is being used in college courses throughout the country.
Through our partnerships with philanthropic foundations and our alliance with other educational
resource organizations, OpenStax is breaking down the most common barriers to learning and
empowering students and instructors to succeed.

ABOUT OPENSTAX'S RESOURCES
Customization

American Government is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY) license,
which means that you can distribute, remix, and build upon the content, as long as you provide attribution
to OpenStax and its content contributors.

Because our books are openly licensed, you are free to use the entire book or pick and choose the sections
that are most relevant to the needs of your course. Feel free to remix the content by assigning your students
certain chapters and sections in your syllabus, in the order that you prefer. You can even provide a direct
link in your syllabus to the sections in the web view of your book.

Instructors also have the option of creating a customized version of their OpenStax book. The custom
version can be made available to students in low-cost print or digital form through their campus bookstore.
Visit your book page on OpenStax.org for more information.

Errata

All OpenStax textbooks undergo a rigorous review process. However, like any professional-grade
textbook, errors sometimes occur. Since our books are web-based, we can make updates periodically when
deemed pedagogically necessary. If you have a correction to suggest, submit it through the link on your
book page on OpenStax.org. Subject matter experts review all errata suggestions. OpenStax is committed
to remaining transparent about all updates, so you will also find a list of past errata changes on your book
page on OpenStax.org.

Format

You can access this textbook for free in web view or PDF through OpenStax.org, and in low-cost print and
iBooks editions.

ABOUT AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

American Government is designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of the single-semester
American Government course. This title includes innovative features designed to enhance student
learning, including Insider Perspective features and a Get Connected module that shows students how
they can get engaged in the political process. The book provides an important opportunity for students to
learn the core concepts of American Government and understand how those concepts apply to their lives
and the world around them.
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Coverage and scope

Our American Government textbook adheres to the scope and sequence of introductory American
government courses nationwide. We have endeavored to make the workings of American Government
interesting and accessible to students while maintaining the conceptual coverage and rigor inherent in the
subject at the college level. With this objective in mind, the content of this textbook has been developed
and arranged to provide a logical progression from the fundamental principles of institutional design
at the founding, to avenues of political participation, to thorough coverage of the political structures
that constitute American government. The book builds upon what students have already learned and
emphasizes connections between topics as well as between theory and applications. The goal of each
section is to enable students not just to recognize concepts, but to work with them in ways that will be
useful in later courses, future careers, and as engaged citizens. The organization and pedagogical features
were developed and vetted with feedback from American government instructors dedicated to the project.

Unit I: Students and the System
Chapter 1: American Government and Civic Engagement
Chapter 2: The Constitution and Its Origins
Chapter 3: American Federalism
Unit II: Individual Agency and Action
Chapter 4: Civil Liberties
Chapter 5: Civil Rights
Chapter 6: The Politics of Public Opinion
Chapter 7: Voting and Elections
Unit III: Toward Collective Action: Mediating Institutions
Chapter 8: The Media
Chapter 9: Political Parties
Chapter 10: Interest Groups and Lobbying
Unit IV: Delivering Collective Action: Formal Institutions
Chapter 11: Congress
Chapter 12: The Presidency
Chapter 13: The Courts
Chapter 14: State and Local Government
Unit V: Outputs of Government
Chapter 15: The Bureaucracy
Chapter 16: Domestic Policy
Chapter 17: Foreign Policy
Appendixes
Appendix A: Declaration of Independence
Appendix B: The Constitution of the United States
Appendix C: Federalist Papers #10 and #51
Appendix D: Electoral College Votes by State, 2012-2020
Appendix E: Selected Supreme Court Cases

This OpenStax book is available for free at http://cnx.org/content/col11995/1.15
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Engaging feature boxes

Throughout American Government, you will find features that engage students by taking selected topics a

step further. Our features include:

Get Connected! This feature shows students ways they can become engaged in the U.S. political
system. Follow-up may include an activity prompt or a discussion question on how students might
address a particular problem.

Finding a Middle Ground. This feature highlights a tradeoff or compromise related to the chapter’s
content area. Follow-up questions guide students to examine multiple perspectives on an issue,
think critically about the complexities of the topic, and share their opinions.

Insider Perspective. This feature takes students behind the scenes of the governmental system to
see how things actually work. Follow-up questions ask students for their reaction to this peek inside
the “black box” of politics.

Link to Learning. This feature provides a very brief introduction to a website that is pertinent to
students’ exploration of the topic at hand. Included in every module, Link to Learning boxes allow
students to connect easily to the most current data on ever-changing content such as poll research,
budget statistics, and election coverage.

Milestone. This feature looks at a key historical moment or series of events in the topic area. Follow-
up questions link the milestone to the larger chapter theme and probe students” knowledge and
opinions about the events under discussion.

Effective art program

Our art program is designed to enhance students’ understanding of concepts through clear and effective
statistical graphs, tables, and photographs.
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Appointments of the Current Supreme Court Justices

Clarence Thomas Stephen Breyer Samuel Alito Elena Kagan
Appointed by Appointed by Appointed by Appointed by
George H. W. Bush Bill Clinton George W. Bush Barack Obama
in 1991 in 1994 in 2006 in 2010

Anthony Kennedy Ruth Bader John Roberts Sonia Sotomayor
Appointed by Ginsburg (Chief) Appointed by
Ronald Reagan Appointed by Bill Appointed by George Barack Obama
in 1988 Clinton in 1993 W. Bush in 2005 in 2009

M Liberal M Conservative

Module materials that reinforce key concepts
Learning Objectives. Every module begins with a set of clear and concise learning objectives. These
objectives are designed to help the instructor decide what content to include or assign, and to guide
students with respect to what they can expect to learn. After completing the module and end-of-
module exercises, students should be able to demonstrate mastery of the learning objectives.

Summaries. Section summaries distill the information in each module for both students and
instructors down to key, concise points addressed in the section.

Key Terms. Key terms are in bold and are followed by a definition in context. Definitions of key
terms are also listed in the Glossary, which appears at the end of the module online and at the end
of the chapter in print.

Assessments. Multiple-choice and short-answer Review Questions provide opportunities to recall
and test the information students learn throughout each module. End-of-chapter Critical Thinking
Questions encourage deeper reflection on the chapter concepts and themes.

Suggestions for Further Study. This curated list of books, films, and online resources helps students
further explore the chapter topic.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Student and instructor resources

We’ve compiled additional resources for both students and instructors, including Getting Started Guides,
PowerPoint slides, and an instructor answer guide. Instructor resources require a verified instructor
account, which you can apply for when you log in or create your account on OpenStax.org. Take advantage
of these resources to supplement your OpenStax book.

Community Hubs

OpenStax partners with the Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education (ISKME)
to offer Community Hubs on OER Commons — a platform for instructors to share community-created
resources that support OpenStax books, free of charge. Through our Community Hubs, instructors can
upload their own materials or download resources to use in their own courses, including additional
ancillaries, teaching material, multimedia, and relevant course content. We encourage instructors to join

This OpenStax book is available for free at http://cnx.org/content/col11995/1.15
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the hubs for the subjects most relevant to your teaching and research as an opportunity both to enrich your
courses and to engage with other faculty.

To reach the Community Hubs, visit https://lwww.oercommons.org/hubs/OpenStax.

Partner resources

OpenStax Partners are our allies in the mission to make high-quality learning materials affordable and
accessible to students and instructors everywhere. Their tools integrate seamlessly with our OpenStax
titles at a low cost. To access the partner resources for your text, visit your book page on OpenStax.org.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Senior contributing authors

Glen Krutz (Content Lead), University of Oklahoma

Dr. Glen Krutz received his BA and MPA from the University of Nevada-Reno, and his PhD from Texas
A&M University. He joined the University of Oklahoma’s Department of Political Science in 2002 and
serves as Professor of Political Science, teaching the American Government course to hundreds of students
each semester. Prior to his academic career, Dr. Krutz worked in politics and policy, as a campaign
assistant and then Capitol Hill aide to a U.S. senator, and as a research analyst for what would become
the Nevada System of Higher Education. He has authored and co-authored several books, and his work
has appeared in numerous leading journals. Dr. Krutz’s current research probes questions of public policy
agenda-setting in democratic political institutions, especially Congress.

Sylvie Waskiewicz (Lead Editor), PhD

Dr. Waskiewicz received her BSBA from Georgetown University and her MA and PhD from the Institute
of French Studies at New York University. With a specialization in Franco-American relations and over
ten years of teaching experience at the university level, Sylvie left academia to join the ranks of higher
education publishing. She has spent the last nine years editing college textbooks and academic journals in
the humanities, social sciences, and world languages.
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